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Abstract: The Jesuit missionaries introduced China to Europe as a different kind of monarchy. Their original

purpose was to promote Christian religion by studying Chinese values and their views of history. However, their

translation method was fundamentally based on Christian values. The Jesuits’ introduction of Mencius’ concept of

revolution was extremely dangerous for Europe with an absolute monarchy of the divine right. However, scholars

of China who had experienced the French Revolution did not hesitate to introduce Chinese philosophy to modern

Europe and the image of theideal monarchs they saw in it, as well as the image of the tyrants who should be

overthrown. This paper briefly summarizes the view that the Chinese emperors were models for the West to learn

from.

Key words: Jesuit missionaries, translation of Confucian scriptures, Confucian view of monarchy, the French

Revolution
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