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Vocational Education (8)
While the rate of college graduates obtaining employment is decreas-
ing, vocational education is getting more and more attention in China 
in recent years. In this issue, we introduce some international experi-
ence about vocational education. A dual education system combines 
apprenticeship in a company and vocational education at a vocational 
school, and is practiced in some countries such as Germany, Austria, 
and France. The dual education system in Germany is rated as world-
class and plays an important role for its economy. After participating in 
a training in Germany in 2015, Wang Chaohui from Changsha, capital 
city of Hunan Province, finally knew why many Chinese schools tried 
to learn and apply the dual system from Germany, but it didn’t work 
out: In Germany most students come to vocational school after they 
have contracted with a company to work in the company after gradua-
tion – so the company’s participation is really active; while Chinese vo-
cational schools couldn’t get companies to be involved like that. Zhou 
Feilun analyzed why German companies are so active in cooperation 
with vocational schools.

IN FOCUS

John Neumeier: The Song of the Earth (37)
May 14, John Neumeier’s ballet production The Song of the Earth 
made its debut in Beijing, presented by the National Ballet of China. 
John Neumeier has created more than 150 ballets since he took the po-
sition as Hamburg Ballet’s director in 1973. The Song of the Earth is a 
ballet that was choreographed to a work of Austrian composer Gustav 
Mahler, also titled The Song of the Earth. John Neumeier is very happy 
that he brought this treasure back to its cradle through the use of bal-
let. After all, Gustav Mahler’s writing of this song was inspired by a 
book of Chinese Tang Dynasty poetry. As for the general theme of the 
work, it is “the realization that human life is limited,” John Neumeier 
says.

ON THE SPOT

Fraser Stoddart: Innovation and Exploration (40)
Fraser Stoddart, the 2016 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry gave a speech 
about his education and research career in Beijing on May 13. He 
recalled his childhood on a farm in Scotland, and that he started his 
science research at University of Edinburgh in the 1960s. He moved 
to UCLA in 1997 after years of work at University of Sheffield and Uni-
versity of Birmingham. He mentioned several advices from his tutor or 
some famous chemists, such as to find out “what is the most important 
question,” that science research can’t be predicted, and therefore to 
insist on what you are really interested in. He stressed innovation and 
exploration, and quoted Eleanor Catton, Man Brook Prize winner:  “The 
purpose of a university is not to replicate, but to enlarge; not to reflect 
or serve the world in which we live, but to enrich it through the cre-
ation and exploration of an infinity of possible other worlds.”
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