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Stories of the Belt and Road (14)
Since 2013, many cooperative projects that were built under the Belt 
and Road Initiative, such as railways,expressways, and oil pipelines, 
have been of great benefit to many countries. In this issue, you will read 
several stories which happened along the Belt and Road: In Indonesia, 
an engineer worked together with his Chinese counterparts to provide 
communication service for APEC; in Thailand, a farmer sold her rice 
to those in China; a famous science fiction piece by Chinese writer Liu 
Cixin, The Three Body Problem, has been translated and published in 
Turkey, Hungary, and Poland. Zhang Wei from Shanghai Media Group 
recalled how he participated shooting of a documentary about the 
Maritime Silk Road: in Pakistan, about one hundred policemen were in 
charge of security during the whole shooting for over a month; in South-
east Asia, Zhang Wei survived having dengue after timely delivery and 
treatment from local people and officers of the embassy.

IN FOCUS

AI: Is Future in Our Hands?  (50)
Yuval Noah Harari, the author of the international bestseller Sapiens: 
A Brief History of Humankind, gave a speech in China on July 6th. 
Yuval Noah Harari is an Israeli historian and a tenured professor in 
the Department of History at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
and his new book, Homo Deus: A Brief History of Tomorrow,was pub-
lished its Chinese edition in January 2017.In his speech, he pointed 
that Artificial Intelligence(AI) will know us better than ourselves, 
and we will depend on AI more and more while making decisions. 
AI may even replace more and more humans, such as those who are 
drivers, translators,or even doctors.Due to this,Yuval Noah Harari 
worried that many people will become useless. But unlike the stories 
in some science films, there is not any evidence indicating that AI has 
emotion,consciousness, or mentality.Yuval Noah Harari stressed that 
even though AI’s intelligence is experiencing rapid improvement, its 
consciousness is zero. 

IN VIEW

Roger Kornberg's New Career in Shenzhen (28)
May 2017, Shenzhen Shiyan Lake International Academician Village, 
an incubator programme, was opened. Roger Kornberg, the 2006 No-
bel Laureate for Chemistry from Stanford University, is the chief scien-
tist of the village. He plans to have mass production of a medicine for 
hepatitis C at the incubator. He mentions that medicine for hepatitis C 
is very expensive, and he hopes to decrease its cost in Shenzhen so that 
Chinese patients could afford it. This is his first goal for the village. In 
the future, he plans to have mass production of medicines for bird flu 
and others. Although he, himself, tries so much to transform research 
into application, he stresses the importance of investment in funda-
mental research.
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