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position China as the biggest strategic challenge. A significant departure from its 
post-war pacifism and a response to US pressure for increased defense responsibilities, 
Japan’s updated strategy marks a dangerous step toward a military power and will 
complicate the regional security landscape and its own security relations with China.
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regional governance mechanisms represented by the Arctic Council. 
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As two important forces in the looming multipolar world, the EU and India have 
seen their strategic partnership warming up, which is driven by their increasing 
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and specifically the policy toward China. However, their closer security cooperation 
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relations with China since coming to power, but its China policy has not improved 
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and how to keep the momentum of improving bilateral relations uninterrupted 
and undisturbed is an issue that the Labor government needs to address.
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CIIS President Contributes to UN 
Report on Multilateralism

CIIS President Moderates Sub-Forum on 
Geopolitics at Boao Forum for Asia

On March 29, CIIS President Xu Bu attended 
the Boao Forum for Asia Annual Conference 2023 
and moderated the sub-forum “Global Geopolitical 
Outlook.” Assistant Foreign Minister of China Nong 
Rong delivered a keynote speech, expounding on 
the Global Security Initiative proposed by Chinese 
President Xi Jinping. Several current or former political 
leaders, officials, scholars and experts shared their thoughts at the event.

President Xu pointed out the damage done by hegemonism and power politics to 
international peace and security in his moderation, and said that the unilateralist and 
protectionist moves of individual countries against the trend of globalization have 
seriously disrupted global supply chains. Highlighting the China-proposed Global 
Development Initiative, Global Security Initiative and Global Civilization Initiative, Xu 
urged for following the trend of the times and responding to the common concerns of 
mankind.

Danilo Türk, former President 
of Slovenia, spoke highly of China's 
position paper on the political settlement 
of the Ukraine crisis, and looked forward 
to China’s crucial role in resolving the 

crisis. Liu Zhenmin, former Vice Foreign Minister of China and former Under-Secretary-
General of the United Nations, called on Asian countries to learn the lessons for Russia, 
Ukraine, and the broader Europe in the Ukraine crisis and avoid a repetition of tragedy 
on the continent. Pierre Krähenbühl, Head of Regional Delegation for East Asia of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, emphasized the Red Cross’s neutral role in 
armed conflicts and its necessity for humanitarian assistance. Graham Allison, Professor 
and the “Founding Dean” of John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard 
University, drew on historical experience to warn of a conflict between a rising power 
and an established power, but admitted that history might not be repeated with effective 
diplomacy. Moeed W. Yusuf, former National Security Advisor of Pakistan, expressed 
his country’s concerns about major-power competition and the expectations to join more 
global and regional mechanisms for economic cooperation.

On April 18, the United Nations High-level Advisory 
Board on Effective Multilateralism (HLAB) published 
a report titled “A Breakthrough for People and Planet: 
Effective and Inclusive Global Governance for Today 
and the Future.” On the same day, UN Secretary-General 
António Guterres sent a letter to President of China Institute 
of International Studies (CIIS) Xu Bu, who is also a member 
of the HLAB, expressing gratitude for Xu’s contributions to 
the report and looking forward to his continuous engagement 
in the UN’s important consultations.

The HLAB report, framed by six transformative shifts 
in terms of rebuilding trust in multilateralism, planet and 
people, global finance, digital and data governance, peace 
and prevention, and anticipatory action, calls for joint 
efforts to address current and future crises and strengthen 
multilateral cooperation to deliver breakthroughs for people 
and the planet.

In the lead-up to the report’s release, President Xu and other HLAB members met 
in Geneva in late February, during which the UN entities at the Office in Geneva were 
informed of the report’s progress. On April 4, Danilo Türk, former President of Slovenia, 
and Xu attended another event “On Multilateralism Today” held by the UN entities in China 
and gave keynote speeches as HLAB members.

Established in March 2022 by the UN 
Secretary-General and composed of 12 eminent 
current or former global leaders, officials and 
experts from different countries, the HLAB is 
tasked with providing recommendations for 
making multilateral governance more efficient, 
implementing the UN report Our Common 
Agenda in 2021, and preparing for the Summit 
of the Future in 2024. Over the past year, the 

HLAB has held 8 plenary meetings and more than 20 roundtable discussions and group 
meetings, with wide-ranging inputs from UN system entities, civil society, academia, and 
other diverse stakeholders.


