











Republican years. Most of the existing scholarship interprets these sculptures as the personal preference of Pan Dawei, the
architect of the cemetery. In fact, the death culture was quite popular in the late Qing and early Republican period, so the
symbol of skull became a commonly seen signifier, which had multiple meanings at that time. Before the 1911 Revolution,
skulls mainly represented people’s suffering and brave action of the revolutionaries to change people’s misery. In the early
Republican years, due to the political chaos, people’s suffering was not relieved by the success of the revolution; therefore,
the revolutionaries’ sacrifice would not lead to the realization of their revolutionary ideal. As a result, the meaning of skull
was also transformed from bravery and hope to the emptiness of life. The symbol of skull at the cemetery of the
Huanghuagang 72 Martyrs, the revolutionary heroes, thus was imbedded in this dynamic network of meanings. Through the
expression of cruelty and scary in the martyrs’ death, the design of the cemetery urges people to question the ultimate value

of individual life and the fundamental meaning of the 1911 Revolution.

No Longer “the Trivial” ; Litigations of Debts and Legal Adjustment in the Commercial Activities
in the Qing Dynasty .................................................................. Zhang Shihui(69)

The changes in the social and economic order of the Qing Dynasty significantly influenced litigations of debts, which
were regarded as “the trivial” for a long time. Litigations of debts in commercial activities were gradually differentiated from
litigations of debts between individuals and became *the important” to which provincial governors and the central
government paid attention. This process developed from a local phenomenon to a universal transformation. At first,
litigations of debts happened in certain businesses such as brokers and money shops and areas, but they would later change
the whole commercial arena. This development took place mainly because the changes in the social and economic order had

an impact to the existing legal system and governance.
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