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In the modern time, the New Culture generation of scholars promoted the transformation of classics into history and
challenged the older generation’s scholarship. They made judgments based on methods and materials of research so they
unconsciously cut the connection between traditional learning and modern disciplines, between knowledge and value. Song
Yuren, one scholar of the older generation, proposed to “express culture in history” and tried to use the four divisions of
Confucius’s teaching to replace the modern academic disciplines, so as to link ideas and institutions, and reconstruct the
Confucian value system and political-educational institution in the Republican context. Tracing the converging and separation
of Song Yuren and Hu Shi’s academic routes, we can tease out the complex process of modern academic transformation, enrich
our understanding of Chinese history and culture, and reflect on the Westernized disciplines of scholarship, so as to provide

intellectual sources to build a new academic system that integrates the modern and the traditional, the Chinese and the Western.
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Jieshi and Japan. A History of Modern Sino-Japan Relationship Writ Small
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Huang Tzu-chin’s book Jiang Jieshi and Japan:. A History of Modern Sino-Japan Relationship Writ Small provides a
comprehensive research on Jiang Jieshi and the Sino-Japanese relationship, with a focus on Jiang’s perception of Japan and
his “personal attachment”. In this book, the author reckons Jiang had “deep concern” for and “special attachment” to
Japan and Jiang was a “representative” political figure having “good friendship” with Japan. This “emotional” perspective
is quite innovative, compared with the existing scholarship mostly focusing on the military and political aspects. However,
the narrative of “good friendship” is overemphasized in this book so much so that it influences the author’s selection of
historical materials and interpretation of historical facts. Some important historical questions, such as young Jiang Jieshi’s
perception of Japan, the negotiation between Jiang and Tanaga during the Northern Expedition, the Japanese invasion of
North China and the total war afterwards, Jiang Jieshi’s military and political policies and the postwar treatment of Japan,

need to be studied from multiple perspectives including the military, political and emotional aspects.
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