











water supply, the Shen Lineage and families with other surnames formed an alliance for sacrificial ceremonies. Around the
First Sino-Japanese War in the mid-1890s, along with the boost of the cotton textile industry in both China and Japan, a
large amount of sand land along the southern coast of the Hangzhou Gulf was converted into cotton fields. The original
alliance for sacrifice then gradually turned into an organization to manage the properties on sand land. After the New Policy
Reform in late Qing, this organization was impacted by both internal conflicts and external riots. In the Northern Expedition,
the internal and external conflicts converged into a peasant movement, which seriously challenged the traditional dominant
power in this rural area. The local social order thus tended to disintegrate. In order to solve this crisis, the traditional
alliance for sacrifice and the lineage structure of property control were restored. This resulted in the paradoxical phenomenon
that the revolution revived the “old regime”. The local society in Shigiao appeared a mixture of the old and the new after the
Nationalist Revolution.
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Immediately after the Marco Polo Bridge Incident on July 7, 1937, both the Chinese and Japanese government were
showing attitude of restraint in diplomatic relationship. They both gave up claiming war and kept all the consulates after
recalling their ambassadors. The Japanese government did not publicly expel the Chinese consulates in Japan, but tried to
force China to withdraw the consulates. The withdrawing process of the Chinese consulates in Japan was influenced by
various factors, including the diplomatic confrontation between China and Japan, the Japanese surveillance and oppression
of the Chinese consulates, the difficulty of the consulates to sustain daily operation, the internal situation of the consulates
and the resistance against “changing flags” , and the difficult condition of the overseas Chinese in Japan. In June 1938,
the Chinese consulates in Japan were eventually forced to stop working and all the staff members were withdrawn back to
China.
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