











own jurisdictions. Guangzhou underwent a long process to be the first modern municipality in China, starting from the
combination of the Nanhai and Panyu County to form an administrative jurisdiction directly affiliated to the provincial
government in late Qing and then separated from the other provincial organs to form a municipality. This process was
involved with the continuity of the old and new institutions, the relationship between the central and local government, the
bargaining of resources,the division of powers and so on. It was also accompanied by the establishment of the an integrated
urban society and a new mode of governance in modern social and economic transformation. It was caused by both

institutional and social factors.
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In “Ganquan account books,” the tax collection in the Ganquan village of the Shexian County was recorded in the late
Qing and Republican period. The Ganquan account books in 1938 show how tax was collected in the local condition of
“financial anarchy”. The tax collection in the early stage of the total war was considerably different from the prewar era. The
tax per mu in 1938 was as high as 5. 115 yuan in average,7. 56 times higher than that in 1935 before the outbreak of the
war. In this condition of “financial anarchy” ,the dramatic increase of the peasants’ burden forced local teenagers to leave

the village to survive.
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The records of the Punishment Board of the Qing court illustrate how male homosexual relationship was narrated in
legal texts. In these records, the male homosexual relationship can be categorized into three kinds: accidental,
accompanying, and monastery-related. The accidental relationship only tock place in a few times. The accompanying
relationship happened when the two male were doing things together. The monastery-related homosexuality last even longer
and was seldom known by others. The homosexual relationship ended for financial ,emotional ,moral and social reasons. The

analysis of these records shows how the male homosexuality was spread in rural society in the Qing period.
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