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ARTICLES

The Theoretical Predicament of European Integration. Why Has the EU Not
Overcome the Nation-state?

LIANG Xuecun

The founding fathers of European integration believed that economic cooperation and its
functional spillover were to lead to political integration and the end of nation-state. Howev-
er, the resurgence of nationalism and populism in major EU countries after the 2008 finan-
cial crisis indicates that nation—states are far from obsolete. Why are nation-states so obsti-
nate or resilient? What are the factors sustaining them in the face of the continuous erosion
of functional integration? This paper endeavors to answer these questions by revisiting the
historical background against which David Mitrany put forward the functionalist approach
and points out that European integration has never obtained the theoretical guarantee for the
demise of nation—state and for the realization of in—~depth political integration. It was the
chronic misreading of Mitrany that obfuscated the ultimate goal of European integration and
preset the enmity between nation —state and supranational cooperation. The author argues
that the achievement of the project of European integration in the past half century is de-
pendent upon the solid political foundations laid down by the nation—states. In sum, the na-

tion—states will not be overcome in the absence of the replacement of the essential political

functions that they have persistently undertaken.

Brexit and Redistribution of EU Power—A Social Network Analysis Based on
Survey Data
HE Qinggian Daniel Naurin

Brexit, as a “black swan” event in global politics in 2016, is considered to be one of the
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major destabilizing factors threatening the economic and social development in Europe. As a
global power, Britain’ s departure from the EU will undoubtedly cause shocks to the EU
and global politics. This paper is aimed at analyzing the impact of Brexit on the redistribu-
tion of decision—making power within the EU. Based on the 2015 and 2018 survey data
from the “ Cooperation and Negotiations in the Council of the European Union Dataset” ,
this study establishes networks of EU decision—making power in order to investigate the
possible influences of Brexit on the changing balance of power between different member
states within important policy areas as well as on the structural transformation of the deci-
sion—making power within the Council. The findings of this paper are not only helpful to
understand the influence of Brexit on international politics, but in a more general sense,
the network analysis of decision-making power employed by this paper will provide a new
perspective for studying the distribution and change of power in international organizations

and global governance.

Beyond the FTA Paradigm. Paradigmatic Features, Multiple Approaches and
External Governance Effects of EU Association Agreements

SHI Xianze

The EU association agreement represents one unique paradigm of the EU’ s legalized exter-
nal relations and differentiates itself from both the Treaties of accession and ordinary FTA
paradigms. The EU association agreements go beyond the FTAs as regards the paradigm fea-
tures, contents, implementation approaches as well as its influences. Almost all of such
agreements share some common paradigmatic features, such as their conclusion in the form
of mixed agreements as a result of shared competence, the multiple~dimensional structure
of their contents which involves but goes beyond trade liberalization, the tripartite decision
—making institutional triangle composed of the EU, the member states and associated
states, and the imbalanced relationship between the EU and the associated states. Within
this common paradigm and based on geographical criteria, the forms of agreements and the
purposes of the association, such agreements can be distinguished into three types, that is,
the agreement as a pre—accession instrument, that as an alternative to membership, and

that as a privileged status granted to non~European countries. The unique association agree-
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ments paradigm has produced more far-reaching but differentiated influences than ordinary
FTAs. By introducing trade liberalization and extending EU rules to the outside world, a
differentiated effect of external governance has been exerted between the EU and the associ-

ated countries.

The Development and Changes of Populism in Europe (2000-2019) : A Meas-
urement Based on the Populist Parties
HAN Donglin ZHANG Yuxi

Populism has repeatedly made repercussions on the development of world politics. This pa-
per is dedicated to measuring the development and changes of European populism with the
help of a series of indicators such as the number of populist parties, election results and
popular support after 2000. This study indicates that different measurements will lead to in-
consistent results concerning the extent of the development of populism both throughout Eu-
rope and within individual countries. Therefore, it is necessary for future researches on pop-

ulism to further address the impacts of various measurements on the research results.

Economic Transformation of Central and Eastern European Countries from the
Perspective of Regional Value Chain—with Poland, Hungary, Czech Republic
and Slovakia as Case Studies
YU Nanping XIA Jing |
From the perspective of regional value chain, this paper analyzes the positions and roles of
Poland, Hungary, Czech Republic, and Slovakia in the global and European regional value

chain, including their import and export industry structure and the characteristics of the in-

dustry value chain in the four Central and Eastern European Countries ( CEEC-4). This

paper finds that the construction of a European regional value chain with Germany at the
core is an indispensable prerequisite for the successful economic transformation of CEEC-4.
The existing foundation of supporting industries, open market and appropriate labor skills of
CEEC-4 are the sufficient conditions for their integration into the European regional value
chain. The operation on the basis of and integration into the German industrial chain of the

CEEC-4 have successfully promoted their economic transformation. As far as the new find-
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ings about the economic transformation in CEECs are concerned, the success of CEEC-4 in
integrating manufacturing industry into global and regional value chains demonstrates the
importance of the real economy and middle- and high-end manufacturing industry as the
“ballast stone” of national economy. It has become a new issue which the CEEC-4 is at
present confronted with whether they could meet the challenges of the new technological
revolution and maintain and enhance their capabilities in the global and regional value
chains through R&D and innovation in order to further their transformation and develop-

ment.

Revisiting the “Flexicurity” Model in the European Labor Market—with That of
the Netherlands, Germany and France as Case Studies

LIU Yuchen

This paper focuses on the theoretical and practical development of the “Flexicurity” model
in contemporary European labor market. It outlines in the first place the theory of the *Flex-
icurity” model in the labor market, and then sorts out and compares the labor market re-
forms in terms of *“Flexicurity” in the Netherlands, Germany and France in the past several
decades in order to further analyze the applicability of “Flexicurity” model in different
countries and the reasons for their diversified performances. This paper finds that the prac-
tice of the “Flexicurity” model promoted by the European Union in the labor market of dif-
ferent countries does not always yield equivalent effects. The same policy model has presen-
ted divergent reform effects in the countries with different types of social consultations and
political cultures. The prospects of the European integration at social level are not so opti-

mistic.
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