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Abstracts

China’s International Political Economy in the New Era: A Research Agenda
Xu Xigjun (4)

[ Abstract] As an emerging discipline, international political economy (IPE) is an out-
come of the times, and its development and evolution cannot be separated from the
background of the times in which the international community is rooted. In the new
historical era, China has deeply integrated into the international political and economic
system and has become one of the most important variables in the evolution of the in-
ternational system. With the comparison of international forces, economic globalization,
and continuous and profound adjustments of the relationship between China and the
world, China’s IPE has new realistic basis. Based on the real changes in China and
the world and the long-term discussion on the “Chinese School” of international rela-
tions in Chinese academia, China’s IPE must tap the theoretical value of Chinese ex-
perience in the new era, promote academic progress and disciplinary development with
Chinese perspective, Chinese ideas and Chinese cases, and make Chinese contributions
to the enrichment and development of IPE research. In terms of theoretical innovation,
how to deal with the relationship between China and the United States in the process
of China’s “becoming strong”, how to unswervingly promote high-level opening up in
the momentum of the de-globalization trend, and how to re-position the relationship be-
tween states and markets in the process of the evolution of the international political
and economic system are the most important issues that China’s IPE scholars must
face. In particular, the proposal and implementation of the Belt and Road Initiative
has provided abundant practical resources and impefus for Chinese scholars to consider
the basic issues such as the relationship between an established power and a rising
power, national foreign economic policy orientation, and the roles of state and market,
and for the theoretical innovation of China’s IPE. In short, the new era is a new start-
ing point for China’s IPE research, and it also provides new opportunities for the es-
tablishment of the IPE disciplinary system, academic system, and discourse system
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with Chinese characteristics.

[ Key Words]iniemational political economy, economic globalization, state and market,
the Belt and Road Initiative, research agenda

[Author]Xu Xiujun, Senior Fellow and Director of Department of International Political
Economy, Institute of World Economics and Politics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.

Biochemical Terrorism and the U.S. Nonproliferation Policy on Chemical and Bi-
ological Weapons in the Post-Cold War Era
Liv Zikal (35)

[ Abstract)Since the end of the Cold War, chemical and biological weapons and ter-
rorism have gradually converged, as terrorism has become one of the core issues of
international security and the U.S. national secuﬁty due to the appalling destruction
effects of chemical and biological weapons, while the terrorist threat provides a power-
ful driving force for preventing the proliferation of chemical and biological weapons. In
countering the biochemical terrorism together with the international community, the
United States has transformed its nonproliferation policy in terms of its ways, means,
scope and objects. While arguing that its nonproliferation policy is under the banner of
countering biochemical terrorism, the United States has made great efforts to weaken
its enemies and potential opponents. As. a result, the United States faces the situation
of “more and more terrorism” and “more and more proliferation”, which has caused a
large number of humanitarian disasters, led to the re-emergence of the tendency of
great powers to compete, and created new regional instability.

[ Key Words]proliferation of chemical and biological weapons, nonproliferation policy,
terrorism, national security

[ Author]Liu Zikui, Professor, East China University of Political Science and Law.

Narrowing Sino-U.S. Power Asymmetry and the American Public’s Perception of
“China Threat”
Pang Qin (69)

[ Abstract] What is the causal mechanism that drives power transition to international
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conflicts? Relatively few studies have explored the issue from the psychological per-
spective, especially threat perception. This study explores the causal mechanism by
using the current Sino-US relations as a case, and examining the large-scaled survey
data for American public perception of “China threat”. It comes to the following find-
ings. First, China’s economic and military power growth strengthens the American
public’s “China threat” perception through two intermediary variables: confidence in
American economic future and judgment of Sino-U.S. conflict possibility, among which
judgment of conflict possibility has a more obvious intermediary effect. Second, China’s
economic and military power growth has led to rapid growth of “China threat” percep-
tion from the “soft-liners” on China issues, mainly the industrial capital class and the
dovish military fraction. Their threat perception grows in a higher elasticity than that of
the “hardliners” on China issues, that is, the industrial labor class and the hawkish
military group. This could result in a narrowed gap between the “soft-liners” and
“hardliners” , and even their consensus upon “China threat”, which serves as the so-
cial psychological basis for supporting the U.S. government’s hard policy towards China.
The findings contribute to theories concerning inter-group threat perception and expand
our understanding of the causal mechanism between power shift and international con-
flict. They are also helpful in explaining the current changes of Sino-US relations and
-predicting its future development.

[ Key Words]threat perception, growth elasticity, inter-group homogeneity of threat per-
ception, power transition, Sino-US relations

[ Author ] Pang éin, Associate Professor, School of International Relations, Sun Yat-

sen University.

Beyond the Congestion of Institutions: An Analysis of the Development Path of
the LMC Mechanism

Lu Guangsheng Jin Zhen (97)

[ Abstract] The plight of “institutional congestion” in the Mekong Region has a long
history, especially the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation (LMC) advocated and led by Chi-
na, which, as the “newly comer” to the regional cooperation institution, is widely re-
garded as a new “competitor”. People at home and abroad have paid more attention to
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the competitiveness of the LMC mechanism and existing institutions than to their com-
plementarity. In fact, LMC is a “complement” to many other institutions. For this rea-
son, if the LMC is to break through institutional congestion, it is not only necessary
to overcome the negative impact of institutional competition on institutions and regional
governance, but also to avoid the inefficiency caused by mere institutional cooperation
and to choose the development path of “institutional co-opetition”. “Institutional co-
opetition” is the integration of institutional competition and institutional cooperation,
which combine the advantages of institutions and transcend their shortcomings in order
to reduce the waste of resources and avoid losses, and then achieves a win-win or
even multi-win situation for all parties in the co-opetition. The institutional co-opetition
in the Mekong region will provide theoretical references and practical lessons for
China’s regional institutional creation and rule innovation, and it will also vigorously
promote the construction of a community of shared future at the practical level, and
further provide important exploration for building a community of shared future for
mankind.

{Key Words] Lancang-Mekong cooperation mechanism, institutional co-opetition, The
Lancang-Mekong Community of Shared Future, regional governance

[ Authors] Lu Guangsheng, Professor of the Institute of International Relations, Center
for China’s Neighbor Diplomacy Studies, Yunnan University; Jin Zhen, Associate Pro-

fessor at the School of Marxism, Yunnan Normal University.

Decision-Making Illustrated by the Example of EU Member Composition Evolu-
tion and Decision-Making System Reform
Luo Hang (120)

[ Abstract] The member composition and decision-making system are both important top-
ics in international organization study. For the example of the European Union (EU),
the expansion and shrink of member scale (the exit of UK and admission of new
members) , and the reform of decision-making system (such as simple majority, popu-
lation majority, or double majority, etc.), are both critical issues affecting the devel-
opment of the EU and the integration of Europe. For a same policy proposition ( espe-
cially, an important treaty draft) but under different composition of member states, or
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different decision-making rules, there will be totally different decision-making outcome.
In this paper, a multi-agent simulation system for international organization decision-
making was built through a complete modeling process of conceptual model, mathemat-
ical model and computer model. On the aspect of micro behavior, we constructed the
behavioral interaction mechanism based on group decision theory; and on the aspect of
macro structure, we described the relationship evolution rule based on social network
model (particularly considering the heterogeneity of strength and polarity of weights of
influence on voting preferences among member states); also, we achieved the bidirec-
tional feedback and dynamic ‘interaction between micro level of national agent behavior
and macro level of international relational structure based on system dynamics mecha-
nism. Further, we built a strict experimental environment to simulate and compare the
effect of different decision-making rules and different expansion plans on the game
process and decision-making outcome of the EU, and to provide theoretical thoughts and
technical supports for the study of critical and controversial issues affecting the prospect
of European integration. This paper is a frontier exploration of artificial intelligence mod-
el and computer simulation technology in the field of international relations, tries a new
combination of models and methodologies, and is also a new exploration and advance-
ment of the emerging interdisciplinary area of computational political science.

[ Key Words ] international organization, networked multi-agent system, European
Union, member evolution, voting system

[ Author]Luo Hang, Ph.D. in Management and Ph.D. in Computer Science, Assistant

Professor, School of International Studies, Peking University.
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