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Abstracts

-

Mapping the World Structure in the Post-COVID-19 Era: A Tri-Polar World
with Multi-Great Powers?

Zhang Yuyan (1)

COVID-19 and the Transformation of Security Governance in Asia
Wang Yajun (5)

[ Abstract] As a global and systemic crisis facing humanity, the COVID-19 has far-
reaching political, economic, social and security implications. Asia is an important and
unique part of the global security governance landscape. The COVID~-19 will not only
pose a severe challenge to Asian countries in strengthening regional security govern-
ance, but also provide an opportunity for them to explore new mechanisms and models
of regional security governance. This paper takes the complex and diverse impact of
COVID-19 on the international political and economic situation as the breakthrough
point, analyzes the characteristics, trends, and shortage of current security governance
system in Asia, explains China’s role and influence as a responsible power in Asian
security governance, and points out that China actively advocates new security con-
cepts, promotes regional security cooperation, provides new international public goods,
and participates in solving regional hotspot issues, and has become an important force
in regional security governance. In the future, in promoting the innovation and devel-
opment of regional security governance, China should not only actively act in the
“stock” field, but also forge ahead in the “incremental” field, and continuously pro-
mote the transformation of security governance in Asian.

[Key Words] the COVID-19, regional security governance, public health security,
Asian security cooperation

[ Author] Wang Yajun, School of Economics and Management, Tongji University.

Hedging Strategy and Implications for China-ASEAN Relations
Wang Yuzhu (22)

[ Abstract] In recent years, more and more scholars have borrowed the terminology
“hedging” from financial realm to describe the behaviors of small countries. Further-
more, they defined hedging as the third strategic choices in parallel with balancing
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and bandwagoning. The current scholarship indicates that most concepts of hedging
separate themselves from its original meaning as a financial terminology, lacking a be-
havioral design of lowering or avoiding uncertain risks. This article redefines hedging
and further points out that hedging is in fact a strategy that transfer risks to a third
party but fails to remove risks from the system. However, actors in the international
system don’t.share a same risk appetite as investors in the futures market. Therefore,
even though small countries adopt the strategy of hedging, the risks cannot be trans-
ferred. Hedging will only help countries maintain the balance of power in the region so
as to lower the risks when they have chosen the side incorrectly. Hedging has thus be-
come a strategy of deferred-bandwagoning. In practice, hedging occurs when a small
country cooperates simultaneously with two great powers, resulting in the balance of
power. Or it is also hedging when a small country adjusts its relationship with one
great power by measuring its relationship with another. In terms of China-ASEAN rela-
tions, the concept of hedging is conducive to understanding why ASEAN countries rely
on China for economy but America for security. By the same token, ASEAN countries
are able to reject the hugs from great powers when adopting hedging strategy. In that
case, it is rarely effective that China can promote its political influence in Southeast
Asia through close economic ties, leading to inadequate mutual trust.

[Key Words] hedging strategy, balance of power, the rise of great power, China-
ASEAN relations, bandwagoning tactics

[ Author] Wang Yuzhu, Director and Research Fellow at the Center for APEC and
East Asian Cooperation of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, and Research Fellow
at China-ASEAN Research Institute, Guangxi University.

Periphery Dilemma and the Spring and Autumn Hegemony: Extended Discussion
Based on Moral Realism
Shen Chen (51)

[ Abstract] The core-periphery pattern is a kind of heterogeneous structure in the sense

of geography, culture and politics. In the core-periphery pattern, there is a significant
legitimacy dilemma in the construction and maintenance of hegemonic order by periph-

eral countries, namely, “periphery dilemma”. Even if the peripheral countries catch
up economically and militarily, the political and cultural differences between them and
the heartland are difficult to be eliminated in the short term, leaving them subject to
persistent discrimination, exclusion and even repression in the international system. The
international relations in the Spring and Autumn Period showed a typical core-periphery
pattern. Chu, Wu and Yue were on the periphery of the system. On the one hand,

under the program of “respecting the king and reining in the Barbarians”, the division
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between the central plains area and the peripheral countries was constantly strength-
ened. On the other hand, Chu, Wu and Yue succeeded in breaking through the
shackles of “respecting the king and reining in the Barbarians”, and realized a mag-
nificent transformation from the objects of balances to the leaders of the alliance. The
theoretical starting point of moral realism is the unit level, especially the political
leadership and foreign strategy of the rising powers. As one of the types of rising pow-
ers, peripheral countries undoubtedly follow the basic logic of moral realism. However,
moral realism does not focus on the distinction between national attributes and underes-
timates the legitimacy dilemma of the rise of peripheral countries. This paper proposes
that peripheral countries must adopt continuous norm-learning and acquire a higher
moral level than the hegemonic power in a long period of time, so as to fundamentally
alleviate the negative impact of periphery dilemma. In addition, the peripheral coun-
tries should adjust the combination of norm-learning and alliance choices according to
the changes of domestic and foreign situations, aiming at improving their medium and
long-term development environment.

[Key Words] core-periphery pattern, periphery dilemma, the Spring and Autumn Peri-
od hegemony, the rise of great power, moral realism

[ Author] Shen Chen, Assistant Research Fellow at the Institute of World Economics

and Politics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.

Mutual Respect and Interaction Between Great Powers: A Comparative Case
SmdyofEU-RnssiaandSino-RudaInﬁncﬂonModdhCommNdMod
Zeng Xianghong (73)

[ Abstract] The geopolitical competition among great powers has once again become
fierce, which is both the important reason and a concrete manifestation of the “great
changes unseen in a century”. However, constructing a new type of major power rela-
tionship with the core principle of “mutual respect and mutual benefit” is an effective
way to alleviate these uncertainties. This paper aims to prove this argument by respec-
tively examining the interactions between Russia and the European Union, Russia and
China in their common neighborhood areas, given that one of the most important as-
pects of the great powers’ interaction happens in their common neighborhood. In East-
ern Europe and the Caucasus, Russia and the European Union have been practicing
an interaction model of disrespect-resistance, which has serious negative impacts on bi-
lateral relations and regional stability. The Russia-Georgian war in 2008 and the
Ukraine crisis in 2014 are vivid examples. By contrast, Russia and China have formed
an interaction model of respect-cooperation in Central Asia, which notably contributes

to the mutually beneficial cooperation for Sino-Russian relations and the stability in
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Central Asia. The development of Shanghai Cooperation Organization and the strategic
docking of the Belt and Road Initiative and the Eurasian Economic Union are typical
embodiment of this model. It is difficult for great powers to maintain and consolidate
the respect-cooperation mode in their interaction, which requires both sides to be high-
ly sensitive to each other’s identity and demands, and constantly confirm them through
symbolic gestures and practical actions. A slight carelessness may undermine the estab-
lished respect-cooperation mode, or even slip into the disrespect-resistance mode. Con-
sidering the significance of the positive interaction between the great powers for main-
_taining world peace and stability, it is vital to promote mutual respect between them
and cultivate the respect- cooperation mode.

[Key Words] interaction between great powers, mutual respect, common neighborhood,
interactive model of disrespect-resistance, interaction model of respect-cooperation

[ Author] Zeng Xianghong, Professor at the Institute for Central Asian Studies and
School of Politics and International Relations, Lanzhou University.

The Path and Dilemma of Germany’s “Embedded Rise”
Xiong Wei: (106)

[ Abstract] Existing studies on power transition in intemational relations focus exclu-
sively on cases that led to or experienced the risk of the “Thucydides trap”, but neg-
lect the possibilities of alternative paths to great power status. As a result, those argu-
ments and theories suffer from selection bias. For instance, very litle attention has
been paid to the “embedded rise” of Germany in the post-Second World War era.
When searching for the great power status, Germany “embeds” itself into the value
system and international order established and maintained by the status quo hegemon.
It internalizes the dominant western values and chooses its identity as a “western”
country, which serves a premise to its rise. Accordingly, Germany adopts a different
rising strategy from those rising powers intensively discussed in the literature. This
strategy is to focus on obtaining and wielding “shaping power” by emphasizing norms
and institutions and condemning realpolitik in international affairs. Following “embed-
ded rise”, Germany has steadily increased its status as a major power while avoiding
tensions with the hegemon. This paper fraces the trajectory of German “embedded
rise” and builds a theoretical framework to understand such a paradigm of rising pow-
ers. Furthermore, based on comparative studies, this paper points out the limitations of
“embedded rise”; there exists a dilemma between embedding and rising, which high-
lights itself in the domain of international security. Great efforts have been made by
Germany to overcome the obstacles in the way of its rise, but it is still unclear whether
and how Germany can resolve the intrinsic dilemma of “embedded rise”. Nonetheless,
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the German case demonstrates a possibility of avoiding the “Thucydides trap” and pro-
vides valuable experience in peacefully shaping the global order as a rising power.
[ Key Words] German foreign policy, international security crisis, embedded rise, sha-

ping power
[ Author] Xiong Wei, Professor of China Foreign Affairs University.

The Nested Regime and the Effectiveness of the Transhboundary River Coopera-
tion Mechanism :
Wang Tao Yang Yinggi (126)

[ Abstract] The transboundary river cooperation mechanism is committed to coordinating
the interests of all states in the basin, resolving conflicts and achieving good govern-
ance of rivers. It is of great significance for improving the governance of transboundary
rivers to achieve the effectiveness of the transboundary river cooperation mechanisms.
Based on the perspective of mechanism interaction, the authors propose that nested re-
gime meets four conditions of power, institution, identity and externality, which is
conducive to improving the effectiveness of the transboundary river cooperation mecha-
nism. The nested regime is a linkage structure composed of the transboundary river co-
operation mechanism and the regional political and economic community that nests the
functions of the transboundary river cooperation mechanism. The nested regime mainly
includes two key processes: issue bridging and. structure bridging. Issue bridging in-
volves the establishment of the paths of information sharing, coordination and consulta-
tion, issues shaping and integration. Structure bridging refers to the construction of the
paths to regulate compliance and resolve disputes. Through the analysis of three cases
of International Commission for the Protection of the Danube River (ICPDR), Mekong
River Commission (MRC), and Nile Basin Initiative (NBI), the authors conclude
that the integrity of the Nested Regime composed of the transboundary river cooperation
mechanism and the regional political and economic community is positively related to
the effectiveness of the transboundary river cooperation mechanism. The nested regime
reveals the influence of the depth and breadth of regional integration on the effective-
ness of the transboundary river cooperation mechanism, and provides a new perspective
for understanding the relationship between regional political and economic community
and functional organization.

[Key Words] transboundary river cooperation mechanism, nested regime, issue bridg-
ing, structure bridging, effectiveness of mechanism

[ Authors] Wang Tao, Professor at the Centre of African. Studies in School of Interna-
tional Studies, Yunnan University; Yang Yingqi, Master’s Student in the School of In-
ternational Studies, Nanjing University.
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