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Cover Illustration: The desert in Northwest China is an important eco-geographic region, which covers an area of more than 1.92
million square kilometers. It has a variety of vegetations and flora, forming a unique vegetation landscape. Wang et al (for details see
pages 1192-1201 of this issue) analyzed the relationship between plant species richness and environmental factors to elucidate the
underlying mechanisms of plant species diversity. The picture shows the Reaumuria songarica desert in Mazongshan, Gansu.
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