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Cover Ilustration: The Altay Prefecture of Xinjiang, China, which shares international boundaries with Kazakhstan, Russia and
Mongolia, has typical landscapes of boreal coniferous forest and temperate desert. The diverse habitats have developed a specific
reptilian fauna. Tao et al (for details see pages 578589 of this issue) studied the reptilian fauna and elevational patterns of the reptile
species diversity in Altay Prefecture. They analyzed the impacts of annual mean temperature and annual precipitation on the pattern
of reptiles, and discussed the possible reasons for the changes of reptile diversity along the altitude. From the left to right, from the
upper to bottom, they are the representative species of the sub-order of Serpentes in the Altay Prefecture: Tartar sand boa Eryx
tataricus (photoed by Chunwang Li), desert sand boa E. miliaris (photoed by Chunwang Li), steppe ribbon racer Psammophis lineo-
latus (photoed by Ming Fan), European adder Vipera berus (photoed by Shaopeng Cui), and central Asian pitviper Gloydius interme-
dius (photoed by Chunyan Jiang).






