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Cover Illustration: As one of the Class-II National Key Protected Species, white-naped crane (Grus vipio) is listed as a vulnerable
species by the IUCN. Inner Mongolia’s Xilingol League is the crucial breeding site and migration stopover site for white-naped crane
western population. In the region of Luan River upper reaches, the habitat in Duolun County and Zhenglan Banner is particularly
vital to white-naped crane (see pages 1213-1221 of this issue). This cover picture which taken in Inner Mongolia’s Xilingol League
demonstrates a detail in the interspecific relationship between white-naped crane and its’ neighbour black-winged stilt (Himantopus
himantopus) in the early summer. The black-winged stilt is close to the white-naped crane to draw the crane’s attention so as to pro-
tect its chicks or hatching eggs from being found and eaten by the crane. (Photographed by Yun Yan)
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