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The ice thawing period at Selincuo Lake on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau by GF-1 satellite

HEBR RS —SRERERN (WFV) F 2022 £ 4 A 8 AIRRNERBSREMEMENCKHERREK, HEONKEHIN (TENFRS
XEDEIHARL IHBE 4E). ME4 B, BESELR SERBRABFAEARCE, EREINBCABRE (H28), BTRS—S%
EENRERENEFASN (W4 X), BLRABHEIEERRNBLKERE, BHRERERN RACRENERY", 884530 m, RERE
20 S 70 FRLR—EEY &, BUAAESRIARE—CHH. BORFEER 2013 FRHLIK, BLERBETE 10 F, RUTREOH
B KiEZRERMETANEER. KR KRFTURHRIFZATR, BREHANDSEN.

The cover image features the thawing period at Selincuo Lake in the hinterland of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, captured by the Wide
Field View (WFV) camera on GF-1 satellite on April 8th, 2022. The lake ice is clearly visible (image provided by Luyan Ji from Aerospace
Information Research Institute, Chinese Academy of Sciences). In April, as temperature rises, lakes on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau begin to
thaw, with the thawing period typically lasting about two weeks. Due to the short revisit period of the GF-1 WFV camera (approximately four
days), it is easier to capture the thawing moments of the lakes on the plateau. Selincuo, meaning “the Devil's Lake with reflected glory® in
Tibetan, is located at the altitude of 4530 m and has been expanding since the 1970s, surpassing Namtso Lake as the largest lake in Tibet.
Since the launch in 2013, the Gaofen satellites series has been operating stably for nearly ten years, providing abundant data. Long-term
multi-source remote sensing data offer valuable technical means for monitoring changes in lake area, water volume and ice phenology
supporting a dynamic and effective lake monitoring.
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