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Cover iIlustration：Upper left：Eremosparton songoricum community(photographed by YIN Ke—Lin)；Upper
right：Fruits growing in the plants(photographed by YIN Ke—Lin)；Lower left：Fruits dispersing in root of plants

(photographed bv HUANG Zhen—Ying)；Lower right：Soll seed bank ofE songoricum away from mother plants

(photographed bv HUANG Zhen．Ying)．Eremosparton songoricum(Fabaceae)iS a leafless perennial clonal

semi—shrub．It iS a rare and endangered endemic species in Central Asian with a narrow distribution in fragmented

habitat patches in the Gurbantonggiit Desert of Xinjiang．China．Liu et a1．studied variation in fruit and seed traits

and seed germination among populations of E songoricum(Pages 802—8 1 l of this issue)．
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