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Cover illustration: Cushion vegetation in the alpine screes on the northwestern Yunnan, China (Photographed by
ZHANG Ya-Zhou). Cushion 4renaria polytrichoides is the most important foundation species which plays a key
role in maintaining the alpine ecosystems. Upper left: The flowering aspect of one individual (Photographed by
CHEN Jian-Guo). Top center: Hermaphrodite flowers (Photographed by ZHANG Ya-Zhou). Upper right: Female
flowers (Photographed by ZHANG Ya-Zhou). Other commonly found species include Rhodiola coccinea subsp.
scabrida, Potentilla stenophylla, Gentiana arethusae var. delicatula, Potentilla saundersiana, Comastoma
falcatum, Polygonum macrophyllum, Rheum delavayi, Poa spp. and so on. Zhang et al. selected five populations
of the cushion A. polytrichoides with different exposures and slopes along an altitudinal gradient on the
mountains. They compared the flowering area and positions within and among populations, and discussed the
potential adaptive significance (Pages 1154—1163 of this issue).






