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Cover illustration: Alpine Rhododendron shrubland in Hengduan Mountains, southwest China (Photographed by
DENG Qiang). Shrubland is an important component of the terrestrial ecosystem and plays an essential role in
maintaining biodiversity and stabilizing ecosystem functions. Recent developments in vegetation investigation,
control experiments, and community theory provide new opportunities for the study of shrubland diversity pat-
terns, which is helpful to deepen the understanding of the ecological processes that underpin the shrubland diver-
sity pattern. This special issue contains reviews and research articles on community structure, plant functional
traits, interspecific relationship and ecological adaptation, and soil stoichiometry of typical shrubland in China.
Through this special issue, we hope to promote the study of the ecological pattern and process of shrubland in China.
Editor of the special issue: LIU Qing
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