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Cover illustration: “Tidal tree” landscape of salt marshes in the Yellow River Delta (Photographed by HAN
Guang-Xuan). “Tidal tree” is a peculiar landform formed in estuaries and muddy shallows under the tidal action.
Han et al. reviewed the blue carbon sink function, formation mechanism and sequestration potential of coastal salt
marshes, and further proposed the future research. This study will offer new insights into blue carbon dynamics
under global changes (Pages 373-382 of this issue).
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